812                                    APPENDIX.
liave overtaken the village in one day and a half. I am now goin| to take up the trail where the scouting-party turned back. I fea: their failure to follow up the Indians has imperilled our plans fy giving the village an intimation of our presence. Think of thi valuable time lost! But I feel hopeful of accomplishing great re suits. I will move directly up the valley of the Rosebud. Genera Gibbon's command and General Terry, with steamer, will proceed uj the Big Horn as far as the boat can go, ... I like campaigning with pack-mules much better than with wagons, leaving out th( question of luxuries. We take no tents, and desire none.
I now have some Crow scouts with me, as they are familiar witl the country. They are magnificent-looking men, so much hand ' somer and more Indian-like than any we have ever seen, and sc jolly and sportive; nothing of the gloomy, silent red-man aboii them. They have formally given themselves to me, after the usua talk. In their speech they said they had heard that I never aban doned a trail; that when my food gave out I ate mule. That was the kind of a man they wanted to fight under; they were willing tc eat mule too.
I am going to send six Ree scouts to Powder River with the mail from there it will go with other scouts to Fort Buf ord. . . .
June 22d—11 A.M.
... I have but a few moments to write, as we move at twelve, and I have my hands full of preparations for the scout. ... DC not be anxious about me. You would be surprised to know ho^ closely I obey your instructions about keeping with the column. ] hope to have a good report to send you by the next mail. ... A sue cess will start us all towards Lincoln. . . .
I send you an extract from General Terry's official order, know ing how keenly you appreciate words of commendation and confi dence,such as the following: "It is of course impossible to giv< L""                you any definite instructions in regard to this movement; and wen
it not impossible to do so, the Department Commander places tot much confidence in your zeal, energy, and ability to wish to impos upon you precise orders, which might hamper your action whei nearly in contact with the enemy."
t                                                                         THE END,ndred and eighty (380) lodges.    The
